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The Gathering 
 
The minister welcomes everyone and introduces the service with an 
opening prayer: 
God is our refuge and strength; a very present help in trouble. 

Psalm 46.1 
We meet in the presence of God. 
We commit ourselves to work 
in penitence and faith 
for reconciliation between the nations, 
that all people may, together, 
live in freedom, justice and peace. 
We pray for all 
who in bereavement, disability and pain 
continue to suffer the consequences of fighting and terror. 
We remember with thanksgiving and sorrow 
those whose lives, 
in world wars and conflicts past and present, 
have been given and taken away. 
 

Hymn – O God our Help in Ages Past 
During this hymn, the standards are received 

 
O God, our help in ages past, 
our hope for years to come, 

our shelter from the stormy blast, 
and our eternal home. 

 
Beneath the shadow of thy throne, 

thy saints have dwelt secure; 
sufficient is thine arm alone, 

and our defence is sure. 
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Before the hills in order stood, 
or earth received her frame, 

from everlasting thou art God, 
to endless years the same. 

 
A thousand ages in thy sight 

are like an evening gone; 
short as the watch that ends the night 

before the rising sun. 
 

Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
will bear us all away; 

we fade and vanish, as a dream 
dies at the opening day. 

 
O God, our help in ages past, 
our hope for years to come, 

be thou our guard while troubles last, 
and our eternal home. 

 
Isaac Watts (1674-1748) alt. 

 
 
 

The Coventry Litany of Reconciliation 
Please sit or kneel as the minister leads us in praying the litany: 
 
All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. 
 
The hatred which divides nation from nation, race from race, 
class from class, 
All: Father, forgive. 
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The covetous desires of people and nations to possess what is 
not their own,  
All: Father, forgive. 
 
The greed which exploits the work of human hands and lays 
waste the earth, 
All: Father, forgive. 
 
Our envy of the welfare and happiness of others, 
All: Father, forgive. 
 
Our indifference to the plight of the imprisoned, the homeless, 
the refugee,  
All: Father, forgive. 
 
The lust which dishonours the bodies of men, women and 
children,  
All: Father, forgive. 
 
The pride which leads us to trust in ourselves and not in God,  
All: Father, forgive. 
 
Be kind to one another, tender hearted, forgiving one another, 
as God in Christ, forgave you,  
 

The Collect 
 

God, our refuge and strength, 
bring near the day when wars shall cease 
and poverty and pain shall end,  
that earth may know the peace of heaven 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. All: Amen. 
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The Word of God 
We sit for our Bible readings. At the end of each reading, the reader 
may say: 
 
This is the word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Address 
 

Prayers 
Our prayers conclude with the Lord’s Prayer: 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Hymn – For the Healing of the Nations 
During this hymn, an offering will be taken for the Poppy Appeal 
 

For the healing of the nations, 
Lord, we pray with one accord; 

for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 

To a life of love in action 
help us rise and pledge our word. 

 
Lead us, Father, into freedom, 

from despair your world release; 
that, redeemed from war and hatred, 

all may come and go in peace. 
Show us how through care and goodness 

fear will die and hope increase. 
 

All that kills abundant living, 
let it from the earth be banned; 

pride of status, race or schooling 
dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice 
may we hallow life’s brief span.  

 
You, creator-God, have written 
your great name on humankind; 
for our growing in your likeness 
bring the life of Christ to mind; 

that by our response and service 
earth its destiny may find. 

Fred Kaan (b.1929) 
© 1968 Stainer & Bell Ltd. 
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Act of Commitment to Peace 

Let us pledge ourselves anew 
to the service of God and our fellow men and women: 
that we may help, encourage, and comfort others, 
and support those working for the relief of the needy 
and for the peace and welfare of the nations. 
 
Will you strive for all that makes for peace? 
All: We will. 
 
Will you seek to heal the wounds of war? 
All: We will. 
 
Will you work for a just future for all humanity? 
All: We will. 
 
Lord God our Father, 
we pledge ourselves 
to serve you and all humankind,  
in the cause of peace,  
for the relief of want and suffering, 
and for the praise of your name. 
Guide us my your Spirit; 
give us wisdom; 
give us courage; 
give us hope; 
and keep us faithful 
now and always. Amen. 
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The National Anthem 
 

God save our gracious Queen,  
long live our noble Queen,  

God save the Queen. 
Send her victorious, 
happy and glorious, 

long to reign over us: 
God save the Queen. 

 
The Blessing 

The minister prays for God’s blessing, to which we all respond: 
 
All: Amen. 
 
Following the blessing, the standards are collected and the standard 
bearers leave the Church. Other members of the congregation are 
asked to remain in their places. 
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The Act of Remembrance 
Once those taking a role are gathered at the war memorial, we are 
led in an act of remembrance: 
 
They shall grow not old, 
as we that are left grow old; 
age shall not weary them,  
nor the years condemn. 
 
At the going down of the sun 
and in the morning,  
we will remember them 
All: We will remember them. 
 
The Last Post is played and we observe the Silence. 
 
When you go home, tell them of us and say: 
For your tomorrow we gave our today 

The Kohima Epitaph 
 

 
The names of those from the parish of Bulkington killed in action in 
the two World Wars are remembered by name, wreaths are laid, 
and the service concludes with this prayer: 
 
Ever-living God,  
we remember those whom you have gathered 
from the storm of war 
into the peace of your presence; 
may that same peace calm our fears, 
bring justice to all peoples 
and establish harmony among the nations, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. All: Amen. 
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Material in this service is taken from Common Worship: Services and Prayers for 
the Church of England. © Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England. 
 


